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Human Awareness Essays: Information


You will need to submit two essays, one formative and two summative during the year.

This booklet is designed as a guide to get you started for the second summative assignment.  All work for this assignment should be done in this booklet except for the production of the final copy.

You need to restrict yourself to no more than 800-1000 words.  If you write about 50 words per paragraph, then you will end up with around 16 –20 paragraphs.

Essay Number 3: Choice of own topic

You will be allowed to choose your own topic within the guidelines that it must be inspired by the key ideas of the Human Awareness strands of the syllabus.  These are included below:

M16.
Human beings can manipulate DNA.

M17.
Human beings can sequence even small amounts of DNA.

C11.
Human beings culture cells for a variety of purposes.

C12.
Chemicals can interfere with cell metabolism.

O10.
Human beings can alter the genetic composition of organisms.

O11.
Human beings can control many aspects of their lifestyle.

E10.
Human practices can lead to major changes in communities.

E11.
The level of human population is a biological and ethical issue.

We have already covered some of these topics in previous essays, and it is well worth your while to cover other areas you have not yet studied.

Given it is all too easy to obtain essays from previous students (particularly those who have elder brothers or sisters), it is absolutely necessary that you show me at least a plan and a draft.

It is to your benefit to do more than this, but unless I see these two aspects done IN DETAIL and by the dates agreed to, I will not accept your final essay.

Student Guide Booklet – Steps to producing a social awareness essay.
Step 1: Clarifying the issue – what does it mean to you

Review the issue you wish to study. Note, the key ideas are not issues in themselves.

1. Brainstorm the key words associated with the and write down what they mean to you.


	Key words


	Your meanings

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


2. Write down your initial opinions about the issue:


	

	

	

	

	

	


3. Discuss these ideas with other students, parents, and teachers.  Write down some of the things they say below:


	

	

	

	

	

	


4. Now rewrite the topic in a way that clearly sets out what the issue is to you.

	

	


Step 2: Deciding what you need to know.

1. Look at your ideas above in Step 1.  What information do you need to find out about the issue?  In the table below, say also where you might look for this information and the key words you could use when you search for it.

Remember you will need to cover the following areas (possible word count in brackets)
*
The issues raised  (100-150 words)
*
The basic biology involved (300-350 words)
*
The arguments for and against (250-300 words)
*
Possible solutions (150 -200 words)


	I need to know about:
	Where can I search for this:
	Key words:

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Step 3: Searching for resources

5. From your second column in Step 2, you should have a list of resources on this issue.

Skim through the index, contents or the first line in each paragraph of some resources and make a note of any ideas mentioned that you would like to follow up.

Take this opportunity to note any bibliographic details.  Remember that you should use at least three resources.

(Continued next page…)

Resource 1:
	Bibliography:
	Key Ideas only: (do not write notes)

	Author:


	

	Year of Publication:


	

	Title:


	

	Publisher:


	

	City of Publication:


	

	Pages used:


	


Resource 2:
	Bibliography:
	Key Ideas only: (do not write notes)

	Author:


	

	Year of Publication:


	

	Title:


	

	Publisher:


	

	City of Publication:


	

	Pages used:


	


Resource 3:
	Bibliography:
	Key Ideas only: (do not write notes)

	Author:


	

	Year of Publication:


	

	Title:


	

	Publisher:


	

	City of Publication:


	

	Pages used:


	


Resource 4:
	Bibliography:
	Key Ideas only: (do not write notes)

	Author:


	

	Year of Publication:


	

	Title:


	

	Publisher:


	

	City of Publication:


	

	Pages used:


	


Step 4: The Plan

Try to clarify in your mind the issues you want to cover in this assignment.  Re-read steps 1, 2 and 3.  This will help remind you of the topic, of the key ideas you already have and those that you have discovered after preliminary research.

Use the following as a guide to develop and structure these ideas.

6. Introduction:
Write down the issue as you define it: (see Step 1)


Why is this an important issue:  (write these in the form of questions to be answered)


Who is affected by the issue and in what way?


What evidence is there that this is a controversial area?



7. Biological concepts:
What biological concepts will need to be explained in order to understand this issue:

*

*

*

*


8. What are four (4) key points for and against the question under discussion. (Try to make these even handed)

A.

B.

C.

D.

Other points:

E.

F.


9. For each point, write 3 key words or phrases in support:

Issue A



*


*


*
Issue B


*


*


*
Issue C


*


*


*
Issue D


*


*


*

Using only the information that you have written above as backup, write two (2) possible solutions to the issues you have raised.

Be careful.  You must use your arguments in 4 above to support what you are saying

Solution 1:



Ideas in support of your solution:

*

*

How will this solution help solve the problem:



Solution 2:



Ideas in support of your solution:

*

*

How will this solution help solve the problem.








(Don’t forget part 6 on the next page)

10. Overall conclusion: summarize the most important things you are trying to say in this assignment – the reason for the controversy, the points raised and the solutions suggested.

*

*

*


Step 5: Researching the information

Now go back to your resources and get the information you need to fill in any gaps in your assignment.  You need to use at least three (3) different resources.
Write it in note form below.  Your aim should be to understand the ideas that have been written and then put them in your own words.

Title:



Page Numbers:

Ideas
*


*


*


*


*


*


Title:



Page Numbers:

Ideas
*


*


*


*


*


*


Title:



Page Numbers:

Ideas
*


*


*


*


*

Step 6: Writing the draft

Now attempt to draft a response to the question you posed in Step 1.

You are to use only the information found in this booklet – this will be a test of how much you have understood what you have read.

Remember:


· Make sure you frequently read the question under discussion – this will keep you focussed.

· Make sure you limit yourself to 800-1000 words.  Show the word count at the end of the assignment and the Bibliography.

Your teacher will not accept a final copy if it exceeds 1000 words

· Let someone else read and edit it before handing it up.

· Give the draft to your teacher about one week before the due date.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Word Count:

	Don't forget the Bibliography (use the correct format – page 5 shows examples)
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